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Flies and Infection. —Discussing the probability that the common 
house fly is a factor in the spread of tuberculosis, Dr. J. O. Cobb ( Amer¬ 
ican Medicine, March 25, 1905, p. 475) rehearses the evidence that 
not only do flies carry the specific germ upon their feet and wings, but 
that after feeding on tuberculous sputum they discharge the bacilli, 
unchanged in virulence, in their dejecta, and that the bacilli, intro¬ 
duced into the system in food, make their way into the circulation and 
hence into the lungs. He invites attention to local conditions in Los 
Angeles, where swarms of flies feed upon sputum in the streets and pass 
therefrom to the fruit stands, markets, bake shops, and homes, there to 
contaminate the exposed food materials. 

The part that flies play in the spread of epidemic diarrhoea in infants 
is discussed by Dr. R. Tanner Hewlett ( Journal of Preventive Medi¬ 
cine, August, 1905, p. 496), who quotes among other facts an outbreak 
reported by Dr. Fraser, of Portsmouth, in an area containing a population 
of 817 in 212 houses. The families that suffered were of the respect¬ 
able working and middle classes, living in new, clean, and well-kept 
houses. The number of cases was 102, of which 19 were fatal. Visit¬ 
ing the houses, it was found that in almost every case the occupants 
had suffered from a plague of flies from nearby breeding grounds lit¬ 
tered with rubbish. So great was their number that every article of 
food at meal times was covered with them at once, and in some houses 
it was impossible to put the tip of the finger on the walls without touch¬ 
ing two or three marks of their excreta; and some of the parents of chil¬ 
dren that died reported that “in spite of all they could do, they could 
not prevent flies crawling in and out of the mouths and eyes of their 
children as they lay dying.” 


Food Poisoning Cases. —An outbreak of poisoning due to meat from 
a horse with a history of abscesses was investigated by VON Drigal- 
ski ( Festschrift zum 60 Geburtstag von R. Koch), who isolated a bacillus 
identical with that of Gartner. The same bacillus was obtained from 
sausages made from the same meat even four weeks after slaughter. 
Of fifty persons seized three died. The serum of the sick agglutinated 
the isolated bacillus and also Gartner’s bacillus enteritidis. The cul¬ 
ture filtrates showed marked poisonous properties, which were not 
destroyed by heating to 100° C. Drigalski is of opinion that large num¬ 
bers of the bacilli must be introduced to have much effect. It is prob¬ 
able that in these cases the number ingested was high, for not one of 
the sick ate meat that was less than a week old. 

Seven cases of fish poisoning, two resulting fatally, are reported by 
A. Stall ( CorrespondenzMatt fiir Schweizer Aerzte, 1905, No. 5, p. 137). 
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The fish were apparently fresh, but came from a distance, and although 
they had no bad odor or taste, another person refused them on account 
of peculiarity in the taste. Symptoms appeared in about eight hours, 
and were those of violent enteritis. All were in a condition of collapse, 
and two of the victims died with paralysis of respiration. Postmortem 
examination showed most acute enteritis, with enlarged, softened 
spleen, and myocarditis. The blood and spleen yielded a bacillus 
closely resembling, if not identical with, bacillus paratyphosus of type B. 

Fatal poisoning due to tinned sardines with absence of vomiting and 
diarrhoea, and with coma as the one prominent symptom, is reported 
by H. Caiger (British Medical Journal, October 14, 1905, p. 928). 
The victim, a girl of seven years, ate heartily at midday from a tin of 
sardines said to have had a “funny taste.” Soon she began to com¬ 
plain of headache and felt queer for the rest of the day. During the 
night she complained at intervals of abdominal pain, which was quickly 
relieved by rubbing. Next morning, on account of stomachache, she 
was given a little whiskey, after which she went to sleep. At midday 
she was found in a state of complete coma, and in spite of treatment 
of the usual order—washing out the stomach, administration of enemata, 
subcutaneous injections of atropine sulphate—she died after fifteen 
hours without regaining consciousness. Four hours and two hours 
before death she vomited, and after the second attack the bowels moved. 
Postmortem examination showed much congestion of the brain, with 
numerous small petechial hemorrhages scattered over the surfaces as 
well as in the brain substance. Similar hemorrhages were observed 
beneath the pericardium. No other lesions were noted. No bacterio¬ 
logical examination was made, nor were animal experiments under¬ 
taken. 


Infection of Mosquitoes at Low Temperatures. —It has been held by 
Grassi and others that if the anopheles mosquito is exposed to tern 
peratures below 60° during the hours immediately following the taking 
of blood from a malarial subject, the necessary coalescence of the adult 
sexual forms of the parasite does not occur and the insect does not 
become injected. This is denied by N. Jancso (Centralblatt fur Bak- 
teriologie, etc., vol. xxxvi. p. 624), who asserts that the temperature may 
be as low as 50° immediately after the bite and infection will be com¬ 
plete, provided the insect flies later to warmer surroundings. In this 
way may be explained an outbreak of malaria which reached its height 
in the month of September, in spite of the cool evenings, the mosquitoes 
being exposed to warmer temperatures for some hours during the day 
next ensuing after biting. 
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